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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EEC, ETRD 

SUBJECT: EC IMPORT DUTIES ON MILITARY EQUIPMENT 
REF: 77 BRUSSELS 3375 AND PREVIOUS 

1 . DAVIGNON AIDE HAS TOLD MISSION OFFICER THAT DAVIGNON 
WILL SEEK A MEETING WITH THE MEMBER STATES WITHIN THE 
MONTH TO DISCUSS THE ISSUE OF EC IMPORT DUTIES FOR MILL 
TARY EQUIPMENT. ACCORDING TO SOURCE, THIS MEANS THAT FOR 
THE MOMENT AT LEAST THE COMMISSION WILL TRY TO AVOID A 
HEAD ON CLASH WITH THE MEMBER STATES WHICH WOULD HAVE 
BEEN THE LIKELY RESULT OF AN ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE 
AGAINST THOSE STATES UNILATERALLY EXEMPTING SUCH IMPORTS 
FROM DUTIES. 

2. COMMISSION POSITION REMAINS BASED ON TWO CONTENTIONS: 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 BRUSSE 06558 041748Z 

FIRST, THAT THE APPLICATION DOES NOT DIMINISH THE PRO- 
TECTION OF ESSENTIAL SECURITY INTERESTS OF THE MEMBER 
STATES (AND CONSEQUENTLY ARTICLE 223 OF THE ROME TREATY 
DOES NOT APPLY TO THESE IMPORTS); SECONDLY, IF FOR 
WHATEVER REASONS MEMBER STATES DO WISH TO EXEMPT CERTAIN 
IMPORTS FROM DUTIES THEY MUST DO IT THROUGH A UNANIMOUS 
COUNCIL DECISION AS REQUIRED BY ARTICLE 28. 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


3. SOURCE ADDED THAT THE COMMISSION DOES NOT BELIEVE THAT 
THE JUSTIFICATIONS GIVEN BY THE MEMBER STATES THUS FAR 
ARE ADEQUATE, BUT IT IS RELUCTANT TO START TREATY INFRAC- 
TION PROCEEDINGS OVER SUCH A SENSITIVE ISSUE. MORRIS 
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